History The Community Forest was established
in December 2005, when ownership of 312 acres
(126 hectares) of previously logged land was
transferred to the Galiano Club as part of a
residential subdivision and Islands Trust bylaw
process. The Galiano Conservancy Association and
the Habitat Acquisition Trust hold covenants on the
land to ensure it is used as intended in the Galiano
Official Community Plan and the Management Plan
for the property. In July 2006 a wildfire consumed
the vegetation on 79 acres (32 hectares) of the most
recently logged portion of the forest land.
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Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparious) This
southern European plant was introduced to south-
western BC in the mid-1800s as a garden
ornamental shrub, and it was also used to stabilize
banks along roadsides. Freed from its natural
predators, Scotch broom became highly invasive,
and due to its rapid growth and deep roots it crowds
out many native plants. On sites where it has
become established, like the Community Forest,
Scotch broom itself will eventually be shaded out as
younger trees mature.

Commmunity Forest

The Forest This regenerating forest, including
the area burned in the wildfire, provides habitat and
food for hundreds of insect species, sixty species of
birds, and several species of amphibians, reptiles,
and mammals ranging in size from mice to deer.

Red squirrel
(Tamiasciurus hudsonicus)

Common garter || White-crowned
snake . .- 1} sparrow
sirtalis)="-_: '} (Zonotrichia leucophrys)

In the wildfire area, the soil compaction and altered
drainage caused by past logging, together with the
impact of the fire, has resulted in the recovering
vegetation on the burned area being dominated by
“pioneer” plant species. One of these species IS
Scotch broom, a non-native shrub.

Restoration Volunteers participating in the
Adopt-a-Circle Program remove Scotch broom from
specific areas and protect native plants from deer
browsing in an effort to speed up ecological
succession back to a forested landscape.
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Pollinators The transition back to forest in the
wildfire area will take many years. In the meantime,
this large open area benefits pollinators such as
bumblebees and butterflies by creating nesting
habitat at the forest margins and by increasing the
availability of nectar and pollen from flowering plants
that do not grow well in the shade of a forest canopy.

Cedar hairstreak (Callophrys gryneus plicataria)
on Oxeye daisy .
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Woodland skipper # Did you know?

(Ochlodes sylvanaides) The Woodland skipper IS

on Canada thigtle ™™ .4 well-adapted to disturbed
e "W " habitats and can be seen
Y@ -~ | flying late into the dry

summer months, supported
by the nectar of many weedy
plants in the sunflower
family (Asteraceae).
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Climate change Successional changes on the
Community Forest land are taking place against a
backdrop of global climate change. Gradually, the
maturing forest will increase carbon sequestration
while casting shade to reduce evaporation during
the heat of summer. This will reduce the risk of future
forest fires and mitigate the impacts of climate
change. More extreme winter precipitation and
especially increasing summer drought are putting
pressure on both plants and animals throughout the
Gulf Islands. Islanders of the future may witness
significant changes in the local landscape.

if you would like to take part
in the Adopt-a-Circle Program.

Did you know?

As of 2019, thirteen species
of bumblebee have been
reported to occur on Galiano
Island. The black-notched
bumblebee is one of the
most common and easily
recognized of these species.
Look for the characteristic

black notch on its thorax.
Black-notched

bumblebee
(Bombus bifarius)
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Mufous hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus)

Citizen science Visitors can help document the
plants and animals of the Community Forest, and
monitor changes, by uploading photographs of the
plants and animals (including pollinators) that you
discover here. Go to http://biogaliano.org/inaturalist/
to learn more.



